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Washington Airports Task Force
www. washingtonairporls.com

May 4, 2004

The Honorable Pierce Homer

Deputy Secretary of Transportation
Virginia Department of Transportation
202 North Ninth Street, Room 523
Richmond, VA 23219

Dear Pierce:
Washington Airports Task Force Comment to VDOT on HOT Lanes

Based on the material presenied Thursday night, April 29" the Washington
Airports Task Force supports the proposal to put HOT lanes on the
Beltway between the American Legion Bridge and Springfield mixing
bowil.

The HOT lanes proposal provides a direct feed into the Dulles Corridor and
the proposal thus promises to significantly improve access to Washington
Dulles for travelers reaching the Dulles Corridor along that section of the
Capital Beltway.

The proposal also promises a significant improvement to mobility on that
section of the Capital Beltway for relatively little expenditure of public
monies and without a major right-of-way expansion. Conversely, the
Fnvironmental Impact Study for Beltway widening concluded in 2002
followed conventional thinking and projected no real traffic improvement,
while burdening the taxpayer and neighborhoods with a high cost.

Additional Points

1. To the extent practical, the design of Beltway HOT lanes should allow
for their further expansion into connection arterials, including 1-66 in
both directions, and the Dulles Corridor eastbound.

44701 Propelier Court, Suite 100  Qulles.VA 20166
OFTICL: (/03) 572-8714  FAX: (703) 572 8418 [ -Mait wath@washingtonairparts.com
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2. While the HOT lanes promise to improve mobility on this portion of the Capital
Beltway, they will not alleviate the need for new Potomac crossings between
Leesburg and the Capital Beltway. The commercial success of the HOT lanes will be
a function of the traffic density on the Capital Beltway. The Commonwealth should
ensure no language becomes a part of any HOT lanes agreement that would inhibit
the construction of new Potomac River crossings.

3. The toll collection technology should be compatible with the Dulles Toll Road, such
that customers can use both highways with a single transponder and account.

The HOT lanes are a good idea and should be implemented with all speed before traffic
congestion on the Capital Beltway begins to seriously deter employment in this region.

Sincerely,

1.eo Schefer

cc: The Honorable Whittington Clement

Julia Connally
Kenneth Klinge
Gerald McCarthy
Leonard “Hobie™ Mitchel
Malcolm Kerley
Barbara Reese
Tom Farley
Dr. Lester Hoel
Ron Kirby

- - ¥oung Ho Chang
Charles Badger
Gerry Connolly
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